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Sales Tax 

 

What is a Sales tax? 

Sales tax is a tax that is levied on the production or importation of goods or the provision of specified 

services. 

Is it levied on all imported as well as domestically produced goods? 

Yes, it is levied on all goods, domestically produced or imported, unless they are specifically exempt 

by the law 

Which goods are exempt from sales tax by the law? 

Where provided by an agreement with the Republic of South Sudan, the United Nations, the UN 

Specialized Agencies, diplomatic missions, or other international donors or their contractors that 

import or purchase of goods or services in South Sudan are exempt from the sales tax but only to the 

extent that such goods or services are directly related to the diplomatic mission or donor-funded 

projects.  

Which services are subject to sales tax? 

Hotel, restaurants and bar services are specified as taxable services. 

I am a business man. Do I have to pay sales tax? 

If you are producing or importing goods that are not exempt from sales tax or providing taxable 

services, then you will have to pay sales tax. But if you are acting as a dealer, wholesale or retailer or 

providing services, other than taxable services, you will not have to pay sales tax (other than the sales 

tax applicable to those goods you import).  

Do I have to register for the purpose of sales tax? 

Every person liable to make a payment or file a tax return, or responsible for withholding tax 

under provisions of the Taxation Act 2009 is required to register with the Directorate of 

Taxation, before commencing business or in any other case before the first payment of tax 

becomes due.  If you are already registered with the Directorate of Taxation because you are 

required to withhold or pay other taxes, you do not have to register again.  For detailed 

information about registration, please see our brochure, “Taxpayer Identification Number 

Registration”. 

 

Do I have to pay sales tax from my income? 

 

No, you do not have to pay sales tax from your income. It is a consumption based tax. In case of 

imports you will pay the sales tax at the border on the total of customs value, import duties and excise 

duties, if any. In case of sales of domestically produced goods or specified services, you have to 

collect sales tax on the sales value inclusive of excise duties, if any. 

 

 

What are the rates of sales tax? 
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Sales tax is levied at a single rate of 15 percent.   

 

 

Do I have to pay sales tax on the price of my imported goods? 

 

No, sales tax on imports will be levied on the sum of customs value, import duties and excise tax. 

Let us suppose the value of a case of wine determined for the purpose of customs duties is SSP 1,000, 

the rate of import duties is 10% and rate of excise tax is 30%. In this case, sales tax liability on the 

import of a case of wine will be calculated as follows: 

 

• Customs value    SSP 1,000 

• Import duties 10%  SSP 100 

• Excise  tax 30%   SSP 300 

• Sales tax base   SSP 1,400 

• Sales tax 15%   SSP 210 

 

What if my imported goods are not subject to excise tax? 

 

In that case you do not have to include any excise amount in the sales tax base. Let us suppose the 

value of a box of biscuit determined for the purpose of customs duties is SSP 500, and the rate of 

import duties is 5%. As biscuits are not subject to excise tax, sales tax liability on the import of a box 

of biscuit will be calculated as follows: 

 

• Customs value    SSP 500 

• Import duties 5%  SSP 25 

• Sales tax base   SSP 525 

• Sales tax 15%   SSP 78.75 

 

How do I collect sales tax on my sales? 

 

The base of sales tax is the price of your products plus excise duties, if any. You have to collect sales 

tax at the rate of 15% of the total of the price and excise tax. Let us suppose selling price of a crate of 

beer is SSP 100, which is subject to excise tax of 30%. In this case sales tax will be calculated as 

follows: 

 

• Selling price   SSP 100 

• Excise tax at 30%  SSP 30  

• Sales tax base   SSP 130 

• Sales tax 15%   SSP 19.50 

 

In case of difference between the selling price, inclusive of excise tax as indicated in the sales invoice 

or fair market value, whichever is higher will be considered as the sales tax base. 

 

Keep in mind, however, that the above example applies to the domestic producer of the beer and is 

collected at the time the beer is sold at the point of production.  The crate of beer is not subject to 

sales tax at the point of retail sale as the tax has already been paid at the time of production, or, if it 

is imported beer, the sales tax is paid at the time of import.  If beer is included in a restaurant or bar 

invoice, the sales tax does apply at the time of service.  

 

What if my products are not subject to excise duties? 

 

In that case you do not have to include any excise amount in the sales tax base. Let us suppose the 

selling price without tax of a domestically-produced table is SSP 600, which is not subject to excise 

tax. In this case, sales tax liability on the sale of table will be calculated as follows: 

 



 

4 
 

• Selling price    SSP 600 

• Sales tax 15%   SSP 90 

 

 

When is it necessary to pay sales tax? 

 

In the case of imported goods, sales tax must be paid at the time of importation together with customs 

duties.  

 

In the case of domestic products or services a taxpayer is required to pay the tax on a monthly basis 

within the 15th day of the month following the action which gave cause for the tax liability.  

 

Could you please explain the process of calculating my monthly sales tax liability with the help 

of an example? 

Sure. Let us suppose the name of your company is “XYZ Company” which is located at Plot 200, 

Kator Juba, South Sudan and your company’s TIN is 100 123456. In the month of January 2013, your 

company imported logs on different dates totaling SSP 200,000 and paid SSP 30,000 as sales tax at 

customs. Let us also suppose your company manufactured furniture and the total sales of furniture in 

January was 460,000 (SSP 400,000 tax exclusive value and SSP 60,000 sales tax). Your monthly tax 

liability is SSP 90,000.  As you have already paid tax of SSP 30,000 on your imports you will take 

credit for the tax paid on import.. You will have to pay to the treasury a total of SSP 60,000, which 

you have collected from your buyers, by 15th of February.   

Where should I pay tax? 

 

You should pay tax to an authorized commercial bank. 

 

Do I have to submit any returns regarding sales tax? 

 

Yes, you must submit a return of sales tax to the concerned tax office together with a copy of the 

transaction record issued by an authorized commercial bank. 

 

When do I have to submit a sales tax return? 

 

You must submit a sales tax return within the 15th day of the month following the tax period. 

 

Do I have to submit sales tax return in specified format? 

 

Yes, you will have to submit sales tax return on Form 112. A sample of the form and process of 

completing this form may be found in Annex I to this brochure. 

 

Where can I get Form 112? 

 

You can obtain it from any one of the tax offices under the Directorate of Taxation of the Republic of 

South Sudan.  

 

What is the next step then? 

 

The next step is to complete the monthly sales tax return form and submit it to the tax office with a 

copy of the transaction record issued by the authorized bank at which you made your payment.  

 

How do I complete the sales return form? 
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An example of the completed sales tax return form on the basis of the March imports and sales of your 

Company is given in Annex I at the end of this brochure. 
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Annex I: Monthly Sales Tax Return Form 112 under the Taxation Act, 2009. 

Instructions: 

This form must be completed by every sales tax payer to report the value of production and importation of goods and 

provision of specified taxable services.  Sales tax must be calculated in accordance with this form and the completed return 

and payment must be submitted to the Director General of Taxation by the 15th day of the month after the month in which 

the liability to sales tax arose in accordance with Section 112 of the Act. 

Taxpayer Identification Number 

 

1 0 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Taxpayer Name XYZ Corp 

Taxpayer Address  

 

 Juba 

 

Contact Name:        Alex Deng                                                                  Phone:  211 0955 141 965 

Tax Period Month:   January Year:  2013 

 a. Taxable Amount b. Tax Exempt c. Sales Tax (Taxable 
amount in column ‘a’ 
multiplied by .15) 

1. Import of Goods 200,000  30,000 

2. Domestic Sale of 
Taxable Goods 

400,000  60,000 

3. Supply of Taxable 
Services 

 XXXXXXXXXXXX  

4. Total  Tax Due (add columns 1c, 2c, and 3c and enter in column 4c) 90,000 

5. Total sales tax paid at time of import (enter in column 5c) 30,000 

6. Net Tax Payable (column 4c minus column 5c) 60,000 

I certify that the information given in this return is correct and complete.  I acknowledge and understand 
that the filing of this return will be deemed to be an assessment of tax and that I am liable to pay the 
assessed amount of tax at the time the return is submitted.  
Payment was made to the Republic of South Sudan Tax Account 00269112001005 in the amount of: 
 
 SSP_60,000__________________; amount in words Sixty Thousand Only________________________ 

Signature:                                                                                     Date: 14 Febuary 2013 

 
Title: _____Treasurer______________________________________ 
 
Name of Preparer:   Paul Deng                                    Telephone/Mobile Number: 211 0955 424 678 
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Further Inquiry 

Please contact the Taxpayer Service Section of the Juba Tax Office located in Hai Malakia opposite 

Green Rokon or the Taxation Branch Office nearest you. 

Tel: +211 (0) 955 123 991 

Other Tax Information Packages 

1. Taxpayer Identification Number Registration 

2. Employee Withholding Employer’s Responsibilities 

3. Tax Registration and Taxpayer Identification Number 

4. Withholding Taxes 

5. Personal Income Tax 

6. Business Profit Tax 

7. Excise Tax 

 

 


