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This year's budget cycle has experienced a delay due to mul ple factors, set out in the next sec on. Apart from a slow budget cycle, this
year's planned government expenditure is limited to the resources available and condi ons on loans taken out from banks, which
limits ﬁnancial space for the government to maneuver and restricts ceilings on urgent expenditures.

Coun es, states and spending agencies submit reports

specialised

• The agenda
• Resource envelope
• Monthly and quarterly reports
• Budget ceilings

Legislature for

Funds disbursed to states and spending agencies

The government does not always abide by the budget cycle outlined above. This year, mul ple factors have indirectly or
directly aﬀected the meline of the Budget Cycle, at the Na onal and sub-Na onal level. These are:

Our na onal economy is experiencing the nega ve eﬀects of the global economy, which has slowed signiﬁcantly as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, limi ng the demand for SSP by interna onal actors.

SSP600

COVID-19 has resulted in the disrup on of learning. Approximately 2 million children, currently enrolled in primary and secondary
levels, were deprived of educa on as schools have been shut down. This is in addi on to the 2.8 million children that are es mated to
be out of school (’out of school’ implies that children have stopped a ending school permanently or semi-permanently as they are
not enrolled).
Interna onal research shows that closing schools can have a permanent eﬀect on vulnerable children, who are at higher risk of
forced early marriage and pregnancy. It can increase drop-out rates which will largely aﬀect adolescent girls, who already experience
limited access to educa on.
In order to partly mi gate the impact of school closures, the Ministry of General Educa on and Instruc on (MoGEI) in partnership
with development partners, including the UNESCO, have launched the 'Educa on on Air' Radio programme targe ng primary and
secondary levels to con nue oﬀering learning opportuni es for children and youth, targe ng 800,000 children (UNICEF, 2020). In
October, the candidate classes, those that require passing an exam to progress onto the next level of schooling, P8 and S4, were reopened throughout South Sudan.

Up to and including 18th December, 3,222 COVID-19 cases and 62 deaths have been recorded. This is low, but
limited tes ng and social s gma obscure the true magnitude of the virus. Addi onal pressure on the health system,
is disrup ng vaccina ons, maternal health services and treatment for curable diseases like malaria, diarrhea and
pneumonia, which can result in an increase in preventable deaths.
The response to COVID-19 of the Government of South Sudan has focused on awareness raising eﬀorts and preven on, so everyone
knows about COVID-19 and how to stay safe. The government had halted ﬂights to countries aﬀected by the Coronavirus in March,
closed schools and universi es, and has imposed a night- me curfew.
The interna onal community has supported the government in its COVID-19 response, commi ng over USD64 million to mi gate
COVID-19 related risks and consequences, across sectors and the country. Read more about interna onal support to mi gate COVID19 aﬃliated risks in the next sec on.

This data on donor support is retrieved from the UNOCHA
Financial Tracking Survey (FTS), which are emergency funds,
thus not all donor support has been captured
Signiﬁcant donor support that is not captured by the UNOCHA FTS includes, but is not limited to:
The Global Partnership for Educa on, who supports the Educa on sector with a USD 7 million grant to support con nuity of
learning during the closure of schools, and support the reopening of schools (www.globalpartnership.org).
The World Bank, who supports the Health sector with a USD 7.6 million grant, to support management of the COVID-19
pandemic and the strengthening of na onal health systems for public health preparedness (www.worldbank.org).
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Where will the money come from FY 2020/21?

The resource envelope has become smaller this year. This is largely due to the lower oil prices and the global economic crisis as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic and its eﬀects on the na onal economy. The government plans to increase its non-oil
revenue. In these two pie-charts, it can be seen that oil revenue made up 81% of total government income last FY, while for this
FY it will only make up 62%. The collec on of non-oil revenue has increased across all non-oil revenue sources.

Total government spending

The projected na onal budget for the health sector will
increase by 80% in nominal terms compared to the FY 2019/20
budget. This represents 2% of the na onal budget, which is
short of the government's commitment to the Abuja
Declara on whereby 15% of the na onal budget should be
allocated to the health sector.

The breakdown of the Health ceiling (below) shows that most of the budget has been allocated to Uses of Goods and Services.
These are the costs made for the health facili es. This year's Health ceiling is accompanied by a large alloca on to a separate
COVID-19 fund of over SSP9 billion, or 9% of the budget.

The na onal budget for the educa on sector is projected to
increase by 112% in nominal terms compared to the FY
2019/20 budget. This represents 11% of the budget, which is
an increase in alloca on share compared to last year's budget.
Although it is posi ve that the alloca on share has increased,
this falls short of the government's commitment to the
Incheon Declara on 2015 whereby at least 15-20% of total
public expenditure should be for the educa on sector.
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This Ci zens' Dra Budget was prepared to support ci zen understanding of the government's planned expenditure in
2020/2021, based on the projected resource envelope and indica ve ceilings. The budget is yet to be approved by the
Na onal Legisla ve Assembly. It has been produced by the Ministry of Finance and Planning (MoFP) and the
Government of the Republic of South Sudan with the support of UNICEF.
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